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but an auxiliary, an experiment. The place of
honor was still to be on the deck, though
long since the place of responsibility had
moved to the engine-room. The engineer in-
sisted upon recognition; met the other upon
the floor of Congress and checkmated him in
his schemes of legislation. The quarrel was
bitter, irreconcilable; on every ship there were
hostile camps. Neither could make headway
for the other. Roosevelt, as chairman of a
board to reconcile the differences that were
older than the navy itself as it is to-day,
steered it successfully between the two fatal
reefs and made peace. Under his " personnel
bill" each side obtained its rights, and, with
the removal of the pretext for future quarrels,
the navy was greatly strengthened. Cadets
now receive the same training; the American
naval officer in the next war will be equally
capable of commanding on deck and of mend-
ing a broken engine.

When it came to picking out the man who
was to command in the East, where the blow
must be struck, Roosevelt picked Dewey. They
laughed at him. Dewey was a " dude," they
said. It seems the red tape had taken notice of
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